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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PARIS 03365 021823Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 PM-04 NSC-05 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 DODE-OO ACDA-10 /054W 

030242Z 025428/14 

R 021843Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9421 

UNCLAS PARIS 03365 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: FR, MPOL, PINT 

SUBJECT: LE MONDE ARTICLE ON DELPECH DEPARTURE 
REF: A. AMEMBASSY PARIS 01300 

1 . FEBRUARY 2 EDITION OF LE MONDE CONTAINS ARTICLE 
DESCRIBING POSSIBILITY THAT MR. DELPECH, DELEGATE 
FOR ARMAMENT, WILL BE LEAVING MINISTRY "IN A SHORT 
TIME.” 

2. ARTICLE STATES SUCCESSOR NOT YET KNOWN, BUT THAT 
SEVERAL NAMES ARE BEING PUT FORWARD: ANDRE GIRAUD, 

ADMINISTRATOR OF AEC; RENE RAVAUD, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OF SNECMA, AND INGENIEUR GENERAL JEAN-FRANCOIS MARTRE, 

DELPECH'S DEPUTY. 

3. ARTICLE FURTHER ALLUDES TO EARLIER DELPECH STATE- 
MENTS CONCERNING ARMAMENT MINISTRY'S SERIOUS 
FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES, ITS EFFECT ON RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT, THE SATURATION OF WEAPONS EXPORT MARKETS 
(PARTICULARLY IN MIDDLE EAST), AND THE POSSIBILITY 

OF HAVING TO LAY OFF PERSONNEL EMPLOYED IN ARMAMENTS 
INDUSTRIES. 
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